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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the use of legal 
phraseology such as "whereat". Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The slicing 
apparatus is incorrectly labeled "10" on pages 6 and 7. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 16 is objected to because of the following informalities: "Cast" is 
incorrectly spelled "case" in line 12. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-3, 9-12, 14, 15, 26-28, 31, 33, and 34 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Higbee (U.S Patent No. 3,918,338). 

Higbee teaches (see Figures 1 and 3) a manually operated apparatus capable of 
slicing a food product comprising: a generally flat base (60) with a planar top surface; a 
slotted anvil (62) disposed on top of and pivotally attached to the base (60); a metal 
cutting head (80), located above the slotted anvil (62), comprising a plurality of cutting 
blades (86, 88, 90, 92, 94, and 96) and pivotally attached to the base (60) using the 
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same pivot structure as the anvil (62). The pivot means includes a removable pivot 
shaft (68). 

6. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wallace 
(U.S Patent No. 5,692,424). 

Wallace teaches (see Figure 8) an apparatus from slicing a food product 
comprising: a base (120); an anvil (320) for abuttingly engaging a product to be sliced; 
and a cutting head (220) having a plurality of cutting blades (250, see Figure 1). The 
anvil (320) and cutting head (220) are pivotally mounted to the base (120). 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-11, 16-21, 25, 34, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Giasi (U.S Patent No. 3,277,574) in view of Wallace, in further view 
of Holcomb et al (U.S Patent No. 6,244,150), hereinafter Holcomb. 

Giasi teaches (see Figures 1, 2, and 6) a manually operated slicing device 
comprising: a generally flat and planar base (22); a slotted anvil (42, 44, and 50) with an 
elevated support surface (50), positioned generally parallel to the base (22), and 
generally horizontal feet (42 and 44); and a metal cutting head (24), including a plurality 
of laterally spaced cutting wires (80) located in an opening within the cutting head (24) 
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and press fit into opposing bars (66 and 58) which are part of the cutting head (24), 

■i 

pivotally attached to the base (see Figure 2), and located above the anvil. 

Giasi teaches all of the elements of the current invention as stated above except 
the anvil being pivotally attached to the base member, the pivot means of both the anvil 
and the cutter head being easily removable, the anvil being made of one piece of sheet 
metal, and the use of rounded cutting blades that are press fit into the cutting member. 

Wallace teaches (see Figures 3, 4, 5, and 8) removably attaching, via pivot 
shafts, a cutter (220) and an anvil (320) to a base (120) for the purpose of being able to 
easily separate all of the pieces easily to make it easier to clean each piece (Col. 3, 
lines 20-23). 

Holcomb teaches (Col. 1 , lines 40-44) the use of a rounded cutting blade for 
cutting cheese. 

It would have been obvious to have modified Giasi to incorporate the teachings 
of Wallace and Holcomb to removably attach both the cutting head and the anvil to the 
base for the purpose of making the slicing assembly easier to clean. Furthermore, 
pivotally attaching the anvil to the base would then prevent the anvil from being able to 
move across the surface of the base. Preventing this movement would prevent the 
anvil from shifting while an object was being cut and would therefore prevent the cutting 
blades in the cutting head from hitting the anvil and potentially breaking or bending. 
Using rounded cutting blades instead of cutting wires would increase the efficiency of 
the slicing unit because blades are more durable than cutting wires and would need to 
be replaced less frequently. 
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Regarding claims 5 and 17, it would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to modify Giasi by making the anvil out of one piece of stamped sheet metal, 
since applicant has not disclosed that making the anvil out of one piece of sheet metal 
solves a stated problem or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the anvil 
would perform equally well with the anvil made of any resilient material. 

Regarding claims 8 and 19, it would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to modify the modify the modified device of Giasi by pressing the cutting blades 
into place in the cutting head, since applicant has not disclosed that press fitting the 
cutting blades into the cutting head solves a stated problem or is for any particular 
purpose and it appears that the cutting head would perform equally well by attaching the 
cutting blades to the cutting head in any way that adequately held the cutting blades in 
the cutting head. 

9. Claims 12, 14, 15, 22, 24-31, 33, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over the modified device of Giasi in view of Baukloh (U.S Patent No. 
5,749,145). 

;! The modified device of Giasi teaches all of the elements of the current invention 
as stated above except the cutting head and the anvil being mounted on the same pivot 
shaft. 

Baukloh teaches (Col. 1 , lines 42-46) teaches that it is old and well known in the 
cutting art to arrange multiple to arrange multiple structures on a common pivot axis. 

It would have been obvious to have modified the modified device of Giasi to 
incorporate the teachings of Baukloh and attach both the anvil and the cutter head to a 
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common pivot axis for the purpose of simplifying the design thereby reducing money 
and time necessary to manufacture the slicing apparatus. 
10. Claims 13, 23, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Higbee in view of Aberer (U.S Patent No. 2,951,670) and in further 
view of Watanabe (U.S Patent No. 6,163,926). 

Higbee teaches all of the elements of the current invention as stated above 
except the pivot shaft having a manually graspable surface at one end and the pivot 
shaft being press fit into the base at the other end. 

Aberer teaches (see Figure 1) incorporating a knurled end (24) onto a pivot shaft 
(23) for the purpose of making the pin easier to insert and take out of a pivotal 
assembly. 

Watanabe teaches (see Figures 2 and 3) press fitting the distal end of a pivot 
shaft (30a) into a hole (31) so that the pin and the tang (26) do not move relative to 
each other so the clevis (28) can rotate freely along the pivot shaft (30a; CoL 5, lines 
; .4 6-36). 

It would have been obvious to have modified Higbee to incorporate the teachings 
of Aberer and Watanabe to provide an pivot shaft with a manually graspable end for the 
purpose of allowing a user to easily remove the or insert the shaft into the slicing 
apparatus and also create a press fit between the base and the distal end of the pivot 
pin for the purpose of allowing the anvil and the cutter to rotate freely relative to the 
base while also preventing the pivot shaft from inadvertent disassembly of the 
apparatus during transport. 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hummer (U.S Patent No. 774,389), Jastrzembski (U.S Design Patent No. 
485,328), Engdahl (U.S Patent No. 6,805,032), Brustowsky (U.S Patent No. 2,315,767), 
Chinn (U.S Patent No. 3,800,649), and Dorion (U.S Design Patent No. 464,851) teach 
slicing apparatuses. Miller (U.S Patent No. 5,448,781), and Amundsen (U.S Patent No. 
3,593,365) teach pivoting structures. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward F. Landrum whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5567. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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